Thank you for inviting me today. This is the fourth time | have attended the Hiroshima Peace Day
Service. | would like to thank St Paul’s Cathedral for holding the Hiroshima Peace Day service every year.

It has been 79 years since the world’s first nuclear bomb was dropped on Hiroshima on 6 August, and
the second on Nagasaki three days later.

| would like to express my deepest condolences and sympathy to the victims, their families, friends, and
all those who suffered and still suffering from the aftereffects. Today, there are only around 106,800
survivors are alive, and the number is decreasing significantly each year.
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Global security is becoming increasingly volatile with ongoing conflicts and tensions, and the threat of
nuclear proliferation remains a serious concern. It is very important to convey to future generations,
beyond national borders, the horror of the use of nuclear weapons so that the tragedies of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki are never repeated. As we approach the 80" anniversary next year, | hope that the people
will reflect on the legacy of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and continue to advocate for nuclear disarmament
and world peace.
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| would also like to take this opportunity to thank the people of Australia for the support they have given
to the victims of the earthquake that struck the Noto Peninsula on 1 January 2024.
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There is no doubt that the Olympic Games currently underway in France play an important role in
bringing people from all parts of the world together. Just as the athletes strive for excellence and unity,
we must also strive for a peaceful world where everyone can live in harmony. | also feel that the
Olympic spirit of harmony, peace, and unity truly resonate with today’s memorial service.
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Once again, please accept my sincere gratitude for hosting this Hiroshima Peace Day service.

Thank you for listening. H» Y 23 & 5 T W& L7z,



