Thank you for having me here today. My name is SHIMADA Junji and | am the Consul-General of Japan in
Melbourne. This is my third time to attend the service marking the Hiroshima Peace Day. Before | begin, |
would like to thank St Paul’s Cathedral for organising the Hiroshima Peace Day service every year.

On this day, the world’s first deployed atomic bomb was dropped over Hiroshima 78 years ago and the
second one over Nagasaki three days later.

| would like to express my sincere condolences and sympathy to the victims, their families and friends,
and to all those who have been affected by the devastation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Today less than
114,000 survivors are alive, and their average age is 85 years old. It is now more important than ever to
pass on the realities of the first-hand experience to future generations and beyond borders so that such
tragedies shall never be repeated ever again.
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Japan hosted the G7 Hiroshima Summit in May. Prime Minister Anthony Albanese was one of the Japanese
guests at the summit. It was very important for the leaders to gather and hold discussions in Hiroshima, a
city which continues to aspire to lasting peace. At the Summit, the G7 leaders had detailed discussions on
achieving a world without nuclear weapons and announced the ‘G7 Leaders’ Hiroshima Vision on Nuclear
Disarmament’. This is the first stand-alone G7 leaders’ document focusing on nuclear disarmament. In the
document, the G7 leaders reaffirmed the importance of disarmament and non-proliferation efforts to
create a more stable and secure world. They have also encouraged leaders, youth and people from around
the world to visit Hiroshima and Nagasaki to raise and sustain awareness of the realities of the use of
nuclear weapons.

This Summit was an important milestone, and | believe we are one step closer to a future without nuclear
weapons. As the world is facing unprecedented crises, such as Russia’s ongoing aggression against Ukraine
and threats with nuclear weapons, we must once again emphasise the preciousness of peace.
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Today’s memorial service plays an important part in spreading the message of peace and harmony here
in Melbourne. The memorial also demonstrates how strong and close the Japan-Australia relationship is,
and | hope that this relationship will continue to be an advocate for world peace.
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Once again, please accept my sincere gratitude for hosting this Hiroshima Peace Day service today.

Thank you for listening.
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